Hunter, Robyn and
Adrianna relaxing at
the House.
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In March of 2006,
Robynand David
noticed alumpon
theleft Sdeof their
son'sneck. When
they asked Hunter
about it, hetold
themthat hewas
pushed down at
school. Concerned
that hehad apulled
muscle, the Cottonstook Hunter to seea
doctor. Anultrasound was

TheCotton'sComfort Zone

have Hodgkin'sdisease. Thefamily would
havetoleavetheir homein Missoula
Montanaand travel to Spokane,
Washingtonfor trestment.

The Cottons commented that aperson’s
homeistheir comfort zone. Becausethe
Ronad McDonadHousehasprovided
them with that comfort zone, they have
been ableto focuscompletely on Hunter’s
recovery. The Cottonshavebeen ableto
stay together asafamily through their
ordedl. Without the Ronad

doneand thedoctor told them
it may be Hodgkin'sdisease
(cancer of thelymph nodes)

The Doctor put

McDonad House, they would
financialy not been ableto stay
together. “ Allowing our family to

but to confirm moretesting H'ur'1te'r on stay together hasmadeall the
would be needed. A second antibioticsfor  differencein Hunter'sprogress,”
opinion revealed that it may be two weeks... notes Robyn.

amono-virus. Concernedwith

theconflicting opinions, the
Cottonstook Hunter to aspecialist. The
third diagnosi swas comforting; thisdoctor
did not think he had Hodgkin'sdisease
becauseitissorareinafive-year old, and
Hunter was showing no symptoms of

Hodgkin'sexcept for thelump on hisneck.

TheDr. put Hunter on antibioticsfor two
weeks, hopingit wasaninfection.

Easter Sunday Hunter ran afever and the
lump on hisneck had grown to about the
sizeof asoftball. A CT scanwasordered
and thereport showed that Lymphoma
was suspected. A biopsy wastaken and
onMay 3, 2006, that day David received
acall that hisfiveyear old sondidindeed

Hunter hasbeen areal trooper
through all of this. Hehasbeenjust as
energetic asbefore. Hunter alwayshasa
smileon hisfaceandlovesplaying
practical jokeson hisnineyear old sister
Adrianna, aff at theradiation department
of Sacred Heart Medical Center and
everyoneelsehecanbefriend. However,
hedoesget lonely for homeand misseshis
dad, sister, and extended family in
Montanawhen they can’t bewith him.

Whenthefamily isaway anditisjust
Robyn and Hunter, they find peacewithin
thewallsof theHouse. Robyn reflects,
“Ronad McDonald House hasprovided a
homefor usand an opportunity to talk with
Continued on page 8
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Each year bringsnew familiestotheRonad
McDonald Housewho arein the midst of
very trying times. Somefamiliesreturnto our
House because of long-termillnessesor new
conditions. Thiswasthecasewith Skyyler
Baron, read more about him on pagefour.
Most familiesare ableto return to their home
withtheir child holding the Ronald McDonad
Houseclosetotheir hearts.

MikeForness,
Executive Director

Thishasbeen arecord year for us. Asusual, our twenty-one
roomswerefull; thedifferencethisyear waswhen our waiting list
topped twenty families. Wewant to thank the two community
minded organizationswho stepped forward to hel p meet the need
of our families. Thesetwo organizationsarethe Wolff Corporate
Housing, who provided apartmentsfor someof our families, and
The Rypien Foundation, who a so hel ped providelodging off site
for afew of our families.

Inlooking to thefuture, Ronald McDonad House Charitiesis
securing additional property adjacent to our current facility to
accommodate morefamiliesneeding our services. Althoughthere
aremany stepsto take prior to increasing our capacity, securing
property next to the current House isthe cornerstone of meeting
therisng demand for temporary housing for familieswith serioudy
ill or injured children. Watch for more detailsaswe cel ebrate our
twentieth anniversary in 2007 and take stepsto expand our facility.

Each gift whether it be monetary or supplieshel ps make our home
ahome. Thank you for your continued support. \We could not
providethe comfort and encouragement to these familieswithout
your help.

THE

JOURNAL

The Journal is published throughout the year by Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Spokane. RMHC of
Spokane, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, provides
temporary housing for families who travel to Spokane
seeking medical care for their children. Your comments
and questions are welcome. Call (509) 624-0500,
or fax (509) 624-3267.

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Spokane
1015 W. 5th Ave.
Spokane, WA 99204-3001
Newsletter Creator and Editor: Nickie White

Visit our Web site at www.rmhspokane.org

E-mail: info@rmhspokane.org
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Carousda on Parade

Throughout downtown
November 2006 - March 2007

Ronald M cDonald House Gallop
Northern Quest Casino Pavillion
January 28, 2007

For information on these eventsvisit www.rmhspokane.org
or call Nickie Whiteat (509) 624-0500




Excited About Being A New M om

Sophia DelgadoisfromWallawalla,
Washington and her baby daughter
Loraineistwo and ahalf monthsold now.

Lorainewasborn August 20, 2006, two
months prematureweighing only two
poundsfourteen ounces. Sophiahasbeen
in SpokaneWashington at the Ronald
McDonald House since September 2006.
L oraineisdoing much better now and
weighsawhopping four pounds. She has
had afew problemshereand there, like
Apneawhichisexpected with preemie
babies, aswell as IP, askin condition that
Lorainewill havefor therest of her life.

Being ableto stay at the Ronald
McDonald House hasmadethingseasier
and allows Sophiato bewith her daughter
asmuch aspossble. It hasmadeit
possiblefor Loraine sfather tocomeand
see her when he can, knowing that he has
aplaceto stay.

Thank you
to the many sponsors, guests
& volunteers who made the | "5
second annual Cobra Roofing
Polo Classic possible.

Sunday, September 16, 2007

It has been hard for Sophianot being able
to take her baby homeand being sofar
away fromhomeand family. But being
abletotak with other familiesat Ronad
McDonad House gives her support and
encouragement.
Sophianotes,
“Everything
that Ronad
McDondd
Househas
provided has
beenvery
vauable, andit
hasmadeit so
mucheaser
not havingto
worry about

anything.”

Sophia and Loraine.
Sophia isanxiousto get homewith her
baby daughter. However, shewill
remember thefamilies, thenice staff, and
al thewonderful dinnersthat were
prepared for thefamilies. m

| By
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TENTS HATS & CHAMPAGNE |

ROOFING
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Call (509) 624- 0500 to

reserve your seat for the

third annual

Cobra Roofing Polo Classic

on
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Our Super Hero, Skyyler

Skyyler Barron, age ableto stay at the Ronald McDonald House

six now, was diagnosed isonelessthingtoworry about. Andbeing
April 1, 2002, with ableto have Skylyer’ssstersvisit whenthey
neuroblastoma, cancer of can meansalot. TheHouseisniceand
thenervoussystem. Itis clean, and wefed totally at homehere. We
most commonintheadrenad  haveprivacy and cantak to other families
glandsof young children. for support.”

Thefirst sgnthat something

waswrong showed itself Thehardest part of thisfor Skyyler ishaving

when Skyyler felt nauseated aHickmanline. Skyyler hasbecome
and started to limp. After attached to the night manger Melanie’' sdog

beingon Peanut, and he spends many
medicationfor hoursplayingwithhim. Itishard
sevenweeks, a “...you can see for Angieto be away from her
CT scanwas the e that two daughters, her two month
doneandthe cap . old granddaughter, and her three
makes him .
_ . resultscame cats. But most of al Angie
oting his Super back with neuroblastoma. Super Skyler.”  worriesabout Skyyler getting
Man pajamas. hurt and/or not getting better this
Skyyler andhismomAngie timearound.

spent ten months, several weeksat atime, _
in Spokanefor hischemo-therapy. During  If anyonecan best theodds, it's Skyyler. He

their stay, Skyyler wore only super hero may not wear hissuper hero clothesanymore
outfitsand all who met him soon learned butif youlook closely enough, you can see
that hewasthereal deal. Angiewas the capethat makeshim“ Super Skyyler.” m

relieved to hear that Skyyler wasin
remission, and they wereableto returnto
their homein Missoula, Montana. Skyyler
would haveto come back to Spokane
every three monthsfor the next two years
for acheck up.

With each check up the hope built that
Skyyler had beat hiscancer. However, in
September 2006, after two yearsin
remission, testsresultsshowed that
Skyyler’scancer had returned. Skyyler
and Angie havereturned to Spokaneto
begin chemo-therapy treatmentsthat will
continue through February, 2007.

Once again the Ronald McDonad House
has becomethe Barron’shome away
fromhome. When asked how the House
easesher burden, Angiereplies, “Being

Skyler and Angie ready for round two.
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TheLongWait Continues

| sai Her nandez, was born onApril 6,
2006, at twenty-nineweeks gestation, two
and ahalf monthspremature. Isai isnow
seven monthsold and still hasnot seenthe
ingdeof thenursery waitingfor himin
Sunnyside, Washington.

Cenovio and Mariaareready to welcome
homeMaria sfirst child and hopetheir
dream of beinganormad family will be
realized very soon. It hasbeen sevenlong
monthswaiting for good news. Thisis
Maria sfirgt child and she never thought he
would beborn so small and early and with
so many problems. “Thedoctor hastold
usthat Isa may die,” saysMaria.“ This
newsmakesmevery sad.” Mariaholds
strongto her faithin Godto pull littlelsai
through histroubles. Isai isreceiving
treatment for hislungsand takesmany
medicationsfor hisliver and intestines.

Mariaand Cenovio are hopeful that one
day they will be ableto take Isai home
withthem. They longtointroducehimto
hisfour step brothersand hisstep sister.
“Wewant to do normal baby activities
withour sonthat achild hisage should be
doing.”

They havemade
their homeat the
RonadMcDonad
House now for
nearly ayear.
When asked about
their stay, they
sad, “TheRonad
McDonald House
hasbeenredly
wonderful. The
hospitdity, the taff
and al theother
familieshavebeen
invaluableto usby
giving ussupport
and encouragement.” When asked what they
will remember about the House, they replied,
“Wewill remember the staff that supported
and encouraged us;, more specificaly,
Theresa, Kathleen, Mdanieand theaways
amiling manager, Kathie.”

Cenovio and Maria
next to" The Strongest
Bond" statue by
Dorothy Fowler.

Thishasbeen alongroad for Mariaand
Cenoviowith many upsand downs. They
will continuetowait and pray for their son.
Meanwhile, thestaff and familiesat theHouse
will continueto encourage and support them
as best we can.

Over 30% of our familiesin 2005 had apremature
baby and had noideathey would need our services.

Most familiesstaying with usarrivewith no suitcase

or suppliesfor their stay.

Theaverage stay in 2005 was 14 days.

Cancer hasquickly becomethe second most common
diagnosisof theRonald McDonald Housechildren.
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Your Help isNeeded in theKitchen

Our kitchensarereceiving afacelift. Familieswill soon enjoy new
appliances, tables, chairsand ambiance. Weneed your help
stocking the cupboardswith dishes, potsand pans, food and

kitchenware.

Pleasevisit our wishlist on-lineat WW\W.Ir mhspokane.or g
toview acomprehensivelist of our needs. Weareasoregistered
at Target through their Bridal Registry under Ronald McDonald
House. Jugt visit Tar get.com tohelp.

No need to mail thegift, areaMcDonal d'srestaurantswill be

V2L S (£, conducting awish list driveto help us providefor our familiesaspart of their World Children's
Day celebration. To participate, smply drop off your gift at aparticipating McDonad's
restaurants between November 13 and November 20, 2006.

Contact Kathie VIahovich for moreinformation at (509) 624-0500. =

Our FamiliesWill Rest Easier Now

On October 19, 2006, Select Comfort delivered approximately 400 Sleep Number bedsina
oneday donation"blitz" in 15 citiesacrossNorthAmerica. Our Housewasagrateful recipient
of twenty morebeds. Thisdonation assuresevery family who segpsunder our roof will beable
to adjust their mattressto the dleep number that
suitsthem best.

"Whenyour child hasalife-thresteningillness
andisbeing treated inacity far fromhome,
getting agood night'ssleep isnext toimpos-
sble" explainsDoug Callier, chief marketing
officer for Select Comfort. "By donating Sleep
Number bedsto Ronald McDonald Houses
acrossNorth America, wehelp providethe
restorativedeepthatiscritical tomaintaininga
child'sstrength, spirit and determination to get
wdl."

[
Thank you Select Comfort!
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The Select Comfort volunteers.




It'sAll About Family!

AlexisBilledeaux, agefiveand ahalf
years, camedownwithahighfever during
Labor Day weekend 2005. Thefever
would not come down even when her
parentsgave her Tylenol. Shewasn't
feeling good, she had abruisethat covered
her leg from her ankle up to her knee, and
shewascomplaining that her anklesand
jointswerehurting. 1t took threevisitsto
the doctor and two blood teststo deter-
minethediagnosis. October 13, 2005,

Thefamily isstaying at the
Ronald McDonald House
for thethird time now.
Susetteand Eli notethat
they arevery comfortable
hereat theHouse. “It has
been very hel pful for usto
haveasafe, hel pful and
friendly placeto stay. The
other familieshavebeen
very supportive. The

Alexiswasdiagnosed withALL (Acute Ronald McDonald House
LymphoblagticLeukemia). hasdl the
o _ “a place to conveniencesof
AnnLippis, social worker at home, aplaceto
Sacred Heart Medical Center, sleep, prepare deep, prepare
toldAlexis sparentsSusetteand ~ OUr OWN MeAIS o o meals, and privacy whenit  Aleds enjoying the
Eli about Ronald McDonald and privacy  isneeded.” Pt
House. The House soon became whenitis

their home, threehoursaway
from Ronan, Montana, where

needed.”

Thehardest part for Alexisisbeing
away from her largefamily. Alexis

they live.

waslooking forwardto
Kindergarten thisyear and wasonly ableto
attend for oneday beforehavingtotravel to
Spokanefor moretreatments. Alexismakes

| friendswith staff and other children and

takesadvantage of group activitieslikethe
pumpkin carving for Halloween.

TheBilledeaux’snote, “Wewill have many
memoriesof theRonald McDonald House
and thelasting friendshipswe have made
during our staysthere.” Alexiswill be
remembered most at the Ronald McDonald
Housefor her brilliant smileand friendly
dispostion. m

I
Alexis with her parents, Eli
and Susette.
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Robyn, Hunter and
Adrianna carving
pumpkins for
Halloween

Continued from page1:

other familieswho are
ingmilar Stuationsfor
support and
encouragement.”

When Robyn can't find
Hunter, ninetimesout
of 10 heisgttinginthe
officechattingupa
stormto whomever
will listen. Hunter has
becomevery attached to hisnew home. His
mother explains, “We decided one weekend
to go homefor avisit. Hunter was so excited
to see everyone back in Montana, but he got
worried that our roomwouldn’t be here
whenwereturned. | tried to reassurehim
that it would but hewouldn’t listen. Pretty
soonwewere on aquest to find Kathie
Vlahovich, House Operations Director. He
had to ask her for himself. OnceKathietold
him that our roomwould, still be herewhen
we got back, Hunter decided we could go
home."

Thank You For Your Continued Support

With your generous donations we are able to
help these and many other families through
trying times. Please enclose your contribution
in the provided envelope. Thank youl!
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Thisordea hasbeen hard ontheentire
family. For Robynand Daviditwas
devastating to hear that their child had
cancer. Robynsaid, “It hasbeenredlly hard
coming totermswiththesaying‘ A mother’s
kissand aBand-Aid doesthetrick for all
injuries, but | can’'t kissthisoneaway. Itis
also hard to watch your child go through dl
thetests, chemo-therapy and radiation.
Hunter hastodo al thework and all I cando
issupport him. Wefed very helplessand
that’shard for usto deal with. But Hunter
has done sowonderful throughal his
treatmentsthat it hasmadeit alittleeasier for
usand especidly for him.”

Hunter hasendured fivelong months of
chemotherapy and hasa so completed his
radiation treatments. Robynand David are
happy to say thelong trek may soon be over.
Hunter isnow inremission and will beableto
go home. But Hunter isdetermined tovisit his
second home, the Ronald McDonad House,
asoften ashecan. ]
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